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IN a previous communication1 describing results in which specially purified 
ascaridole2 was used, it was pointed out that the factor used in the B.P. 
1953 for the conversion of volume of titrant into a weight of ascaridole 
was incorrect, e.g., a sample of Oil of Chenopodium containing 54 per 
cent. wjw of ascaridole gave a result of 65 per cent. w/w by the B.P. 
method. Furthermore, because the amount of iodine liberated is not 
directly proportional to the weight of ascaridole, analysis of samples of 
low grade oils gave proportionately higher errors in the results than those 
obtained for high grade oils; an invariant factor is therefore inadequate. 

A quadratic expression was proposed, which, when applied to the 
observed measurements using the B.P. procedure, gave correct figures 
for the ascaridole content of the oils provided that the volumes of titrant 
were within a specified range. Unfortunately, the use of the expression 
is time-consuming. 
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The statement in a recent re vie^,^ concerning the lack of a more adequate 
procedure than the official method for a routine test for the commercial 
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evaluation of oils of chenopodium, prompts us to present a Table of 
equivalents obtained by the use of the previously reported quadratic 
expressi0n.l The application of the iodimetric method in conjunction 
with the Table, gives a correct evaluation of the ascaridole content of 
chenopodium oils. 

Method for the Determination of Ascaridole in Oils of Chenopodium 
(1) Perform the determination as described under Chenopodium Oil 

B.P. 1953. 
(2) If the number of ml. (n)  of 0.1 N sodium thiosulphate required 

(after deduction of the blank titration) is within the limits 20 to 40, 
read the equivalent of ascaridole (in g.) from the Table (used 
similarly to logarithmic tables). 

(3) If the titration is outside the stated limits, repeat the determination 
using more or less than the stated 5 ml. of the acetic acid solution 
of the oil, to give a titration between 20 and 40 ml. of 0.1 N sodium 
thiosulphate. 
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